
Let’s Talk About 

Leveled Books!
Markham Place Media Center

February 27, 2019

Curriculum Cafe



Tonight’s Cafe Agenda

1. What do the levels mean?

2. Why were levels created?

3. How should they be used and by whom?

4. How should levels NOT be used?

5. How do we instill the love of reading and books in our 

children?



What are levels

….. and what do they mean? 

What Are Some Criteria for Leveling 
Books?

No single aspect or characteristic of 
text can be used to evaluate reading 
material. In placing a text along a 
gradient of difficulty, many factors 
are considered.



How are books Leveled?

❖ Length — 
❖ Layout —
❖ Structure and Organization — 
❖ Illustrations — 
❖ Words — 
❖ Phrases and Sentences — 
❖ Literary Features — 
❖ Content and Theme — 



How are books Leveled?
● Qualitative Leveling: This type of 

leveling is done by humans, and while 
it considers things like text length and 
complexity, it also takes more nuanced 
qualities into consideration, like 
whether a text delivers information in a 
purely straightforward way or contains 
multiple levels of meaning. One 
popular qualitative system is Fountas 
and Pinnell’s Text Level Gradient.

● Quantitative Leveling: Systems 
like the Lexile Framework leveled 
texts through computer programs 
that measured dimensions like 
text length and complexity.

http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/textlevelgradient/
https://cdn.lexile.com/m/uploads/toefl/LexileMeasuresinEducation.pdf


Why do we used leveled texts?
❖ One size does not fit all

❖ Students need to develop reading skills at their 
own pace

❖ Grouping students for learning in  leveled texts 
is based on data assessment that reflects 
student need

❖ Learning to read is done in stage of readiness 

❖ More personalized and precise approach to 
monitor a child’s progress

❖ Provides success which impacts a love of 
reading



The Literacy Continuum

…





Fountas and Pinnell 

speak out on why they 

created their leveling 

system...

“The goal was for teachers to learn 
about the characteristics of each 
level to inform their decisions in 
teaching—how they introduce a 
book, how they discuss a book, how 
they help children problem-solve as 
they process a book. We created the 
levels for books, and not as labels for 
children, and our goal was that these 
levels be in the hands of people who 
understand their complexity and use 
them to make good decisions in 
instruction.” 



           COMMON MISTAKES WITH LEVELED TEXTS



Jennifer Serravallo in 
Understanding Texts & Readers: 
Responsive Comprehension 
Instruction with Leveled Texts. 
shows teachers how to combine 
their knowledge of text levels and 
students to assess student 
comprehension, set goals, and 
match students with books that 
are just right for them.

https://amzn.to/2QQch9d
https://amzn.to/2QQch9d
https://amzn.to/2QQch9d


“You’ve got this kid being pushed 
through because they can maybe 
decode the text but not because 
they’re actually getting everything 
they can from it in terms of 
comprehension and meaning 
making….”

Decoding and Word Calling is 
not reading.  Reading is 
constructing meaning from text.



How to get children to love reading books



●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●



Raise a Child Who Loves to Read
 1. Read to your child from the earliest age.

2. Begin visiting the library regularly (Recommended 

Children's Books).

3. Don't push your child to learn to read.

4. Read to your child as often as possible.

5. Don't stop reading to him once he learns to read.   

Never stop reading to her.

.

6. Ritualize daily reading time.

7. Help her tackle the next level.

8. Help him improve his reading by 

alternating pages with him

9. Try smart comics for reluctant readers.

10. Read yourself.

https://www.ahaparenting.com/parenting-tools/intelligent-creative-child/children-books
https://www.ahaparenting.com/parenting-tools/intelligent-creative-child/children-books


              

But Not All Kids

             Are Motivated to Read

        

Some kids hate to read … especially 
struggling  readers.



More Tips to Help You Motivate a Reluctant Reader

❖ Make time for reading.
❖ Set aside a regular read-aloud time
❖ Create a cozy reading nook for your child.
❖ Make sure the reading material isn’t beyond your child’s reading abilities.
❖ Look for a variety of reading material.
❖ Have your reluctant reader read easy picture books to younger siblings.
❖ Try buddy reading with your struggling reader. 
❖ Let humor work its magic! 
❖ Exhibit a love of reading.
❖ Provide access to books.

https://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/motivating-kids-to-read/
http://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/6-great-reasons-to-read-aloud/
http://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/cozy-reading-nooks/
http://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/buddy-reading/


“A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies, said Jojen. The man 

who never reads lives only one.”

                                                                       ― George R.R. Martin, A Dance with Dragons

These are powerful words, and they speak to the power of reading to open 

doors to empathy, adventure, and learning. A love of reading doesn't happen 

automatically though. It needs to be nurtured and guided until it flourishes into a 

well-read, well-rounded human being.
link

https://www.slideshare.net/edutopia/37-ways-to-help-kids-learn-to-love-reading
https://www.slideshare.net/edutopia/37-ways-to-help-kids-learn-to-love-reading


link

https://www.nytimes.com/guides/books/how-to-raise-a-reader?module=inline

